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wall and is reached by crossing the L-shaped porch. The front
into a narrolrr entrance hall panel-ed in quarter-sar'red oalt. To
the entrance hall is the stalrl.ray leading to the second floor.
room is at the south end of tVe entrance hal1, and the library

oi-E-ser.rt l*o ora'c,rou r;r known) pHysrcAL AppEARANCE

Lirnberlost Cabin, completed in l-B95r ls a 14 room (lncludlng entrance
hall and atttc), tr'Io-story, log strueture facing north on East 6th Street
ln Geneva, Indiana. The exterlor of the house ls built of lllsconsln white
cedar logs, stalned ln thelr natural col-or. Tlre logs were rnitered at the
corners and chinked wLth cement. The rlpper story and roof is surfaced with
redr.rood shingles stained the same color as the logs. The north and the
north half of the east walls of the house are fronted wlth a one-story, L-
shaped porch with a vert,ical, solid-l"og raillng and log pillars. At the
southeast corner of the home is a gazebo-lilce porch with- a vertlcle, solld
1og ralllng and one story log piJ-lars. The house has a modified mansard
roof.

The front entrance of the hone is located at the west end of the north
door opens

the west of
The dlning

is to the
east of the entrance hall.

The llbrary 20'xL4' has a J"ange r'rindorw Ln the north wall and three srnell
windows in the east, rEall. Therc ls i tireplace in the south r,ral-l wiEh doors
on eit,her elde. Above the flrcpl-ace, along the enclre r,rest vall, and betwee
all lrindows on the north and east r+alls are bu:ll-t-in boolccases of oali. The
room is paneled in quarter-sar.red oal',. Ttre door to the r+est of the j.ibrary
leads to the dining room. The door to the east of the flreplace leads to
the muslc room.

The dlning room ZLtx1.4r has rvatnscot.ing of quart,er-sawed oalc and plaster
noldings of a native plant called "Sol-omonts Seal" on Ehe ceiling. There
is a fireplace with a three-co::nb;ed cupboerd of oah above it ln the north-
east corner of the roon, There are al-so buiLe-ln oak cablnets a1-ong the
south wal1 and in the northrresi: corner of the dining room. The conservatory
6rx10t, whose principal feature is a J-arge bay windo'lv, can be reached by
double French doors at the nest end of the dining room. A doorr'ray in the
south wall- of the dining room leads to a back hal-lrvay, and a doorrray in the
east vrall leads to the muslc roofir.

A muslc room 20r:rl8r has plasterwdnscoting and ornate pLaster mol.dlngs
of musical instruments along the top of the wall-s and on the celling. Ttrere
is a fireplace ln the northvreet, cornerl a doornay to the ltbrary in the
north waL1; a large wlndorq in the east lrall; and two doorways in the south
wall.

library, diningThere are sliding oak doors betrceen the entrance hall,
room, and music room.
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The doonray at the east end of the mr:sle roomts south val"l
bedroom 14txl0r. This room has a fireplaee in Ehe southr+ese
window ln the east wall; and a windou and door to the outslde
wall. The outside door leads to the.ga;:ebo-litrte porch.

The doonaay at the east ensl of thc nuslc roonnts south vrall
another bedroom l3t x 11r. Tiris rocn has 4 fireplace in the
corner; tr.ro r',iindows ln the south waLL; and a eloor leading to
in tire west rvall

leads to a
cornc!:; a
In the south

learls to
souttxrest
the bach hall

wainscotlng.
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DESCRIPTION - Continued

The front, stairway of the Ll-ml:erlost Cabln ls made of solld oak, and thestalrwell is paneled ln quarter*savred oah. At the top of the stalnray is a
small hallway running north and south. The east waLl of the hallway itr" asmall alcove r'rith a plast,er rnolded female figure in the wall .

There are four bedrooms upstalrs. The southrrrest 21r x l-6t and northeast13f x ll-r bedrooms have fireplaces. The southeast ancl northr,rest bedroorns
have dlmenslons of 16r x 1l-' and r3r x rlr respectlvely;

The back stain'ray i-eads to a small hall at ihe south corner of the house.Thls hall ls a door to t'he at,tic and a door to the southeastern bedroom.AII slx bedrooms in the house have plaster walls and oatrc woodworlc. Al1 thefloors in the house are oak. The house was origlnally lighted by gas andheated by gas burners ih the fireplaces.
_ - Yr":'Porter, the designer and original- occupant of the hone, movedLimberlost Cabin in 1914. In the years fo1-Loning Mrs. porter's departureseveral minor alteralions were mede t,o the house. Itost of the original gas :lightlng fixtures remain, aJ-though they have been converted t,o erectrlclEy.central heating was added and running water r*ras installed in the kltchen andbathroom. None of, the orlginal .plumutng fixtdr-es remain in the klgchen, butthe bathroom stl-ll has the orlglnal bathiub and marble slnk. The Lmporrant,features of the house remar.n as designed by Mrs. porter.
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was rndianars most wldely-read woman auehor. She

wrot,e tr+elve novels, seven nature books, a book ior children, two books

Cabln" aft,cr the great Llmberlost Swarrp rdrlch stre8ched for many miles Jusfsouth of their home. Local rcsLdents had narned this arca "Linberlost" 1

af ter an early surveyor of tl-re area, t'Li-mber Jlin" Corbus , rrho reputedly 
I

$ras 1ost, fn the quieksand of the slramp. 
ILimberlost cabln rres a fontrLeen'.room l-og st,ructure designed by 
IMrs. Port,er to be elegant lrhile stilL blendtng T.ri"th its magnif,icent natural

surroundi-ngs. Very f ew log homes l^Iere built during this peri.od irhich could
match the Limberl-ost Cabln for either siue or el-egsnce. It is certainly Iboth one of the J-argest and most el-egant log homes of this perlod scill I

remaining in Indiana, 
I

Llvlng as they did on the ftlngc of, the L.l-mberlost sr.ramp, Gene porter
soon fotlncl herself fasciilated l,iith thc r.lide \"ericcy of untrsuel flora anr-l
fauna of, the ai:ea, and she became a scrlous seudcnt of {:he local r.riLdlife
and tuildflovrers. In the cottrse of her studlcs she bccan3 proiicient in
producing e)ltremely aceureEe watereol-or :i.LJ"ustrations of plants, aninals,
and insects. she also beca.ne inter:csted in photography ai a means of
dapicting the natural stai:e in lts true form. She soon nlaste:ed photo-
grnPhy so completely that the manufs.cf.rirer of the photographlc prlnt paDer
used by l{rs. PorLer sent a rcprcsen"taclvE to ;,sccrt,atn horu she r.ras ableto get such etrceptlonal rcctr,l_ts rvi{:l-r tL'rcir b:::rnctr of pap,:n.

During her first sevci:1l yenrs a{: Linberls:t l{rs. porter
graphed, end'il-Lustrated savci:al magazfu"le articles on naturern 1903 hcr flrst bool',' Sonq of ttre carcl:inal l.Tas r:ubllslled.ficiiional \'rortr(, brit rras iniim aad contai'ed
nat,ure pi'roi:ographs an,l r!'atct:-color illustratlons

From 1903 to 191-3 l'{rs. Port,er prrbl-ishetl five nore novels: Frecl-.les 190At the Foot of the Rainholr 1907, A Glrl of rh3 Limberlosr 1909:-Tl!--r l\ trJ-}.J. Of f.n:tr IrlmDefl-OSC
Harvester 1911, and Li:ddie 1913. I^ihtle riving aC Limbe-rlost slie alalso

of poetry, one book of essays, e.nd numerous mngazine articles for OUTING, 
I

9entury, Ladies- Ilome J.oqlla.l-, i,Igggrj-s, and Q"od Hot€u]inc-]].i"gr. t'trs.-TErerl
is estimated to have had ff"fty rnili-ion roader-$, aiici Ec,r irorfs rvere 

I

trenslat.ed into seven fonelgn languages and brallJ-o, Th::ee of her novels, 
]

91:rt of lhe Limberlost, Ml..chael_Otliall-or_{1., and Thd fiarvsster weEe nade 
iinto rnotion pictures and II3r*c great, box-of f ice suecec;ec. I'lrs . Portcr ' 
I

hlas also a noted n.aturalist, ptrotographel:, and ill_ust:iator. 
IIn 1895 Mrs" Port,er, th.cn 32 years old, her husbe.ncl, Charles, and her 
I

ctaughtcr, Jeannette, move<l inot their nerr home r,lhich therl called "Limberlodt

TI I

I.;.J

wro'Ce, photo-
studies.
This r';as a

man_v of irer
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publlshed flve books of Nature
Birds qf the Blble 1909, I'lusl-c

Studies: Iilhat I Have Done l^Iith Blrds 1907,
of the wtld 1"910, and

T9L2,
Virtually aLl of the fictlon writ,ten by Mrs. Porter $ras interwoven hTithfacts about nature' and many of the characters depicted in her novels lrereactually composites of severaL of her real li"fe acquaintances. Sincelvlrs. Porter ltrote of the lives and locales that r,rere famlJ-iar to her,visitors to her Limberlost home can stlll see many of the places describedln her novels. These lnclude the "Dream Gf.rl-ts ptrcht'; "Freckles l,llndow",

'rThe Harvesterfs Fireplace", and "Dream Girlts Room,,.
By 1913 the magnuificent LimberLost, Swamp had been drained and Gene strattonPorter sought another site for her home ani work. rn l-914 lfrs..porter, nol,a world-famous auther, moved from Limberlost to her new home on Sylvan Lalcenear Rome City, Indiana. Here she wrote 3 novels, one boolc of nature studies,and a childrenrs book. rn 1920 she left rndiana permanentry and moved t,ocalifornla for reasons of health. she contlnued to write in california untllher death in 1924.
Linberlost cabin was presented to the State of rndiana in 1947 by theLfunberlost conservation Assoclatlon of Geneva. rt has been maintalned by thestate as "LlmberLost State Memorial_" slnce Lg47.

It{oths of the Limberlost
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Gr:ne Stralton Porter. Aulhor and Naturalist, - Indlana Department of
Natural Resources, Dlvlslon of State Parlcs (1969)
"ScaEe Memorials Honor Gene Stratton Porterrrbv Joan Schaub - Outdoor
Indiena Vol. NV, No. 31 June, L947 pp. 6 & 7.
Ui'rpubl"ished .research materlal in the files of the Division of Museums and
lulemorials
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